a larger salary, .tie was not asKea to wear the silk hat. Mother thriftily decided that so valuable a thing as the " stove-pipe " (that was what the silk hat was called in Soho) must not be wasted. So in my childhood father's silk hat filled the curious but useful function of holding the family onions. I always thought silk hats were called " stovepipes " because they stood behind the stove, where mother kept ours.
More interesting to us than the stove-pipe was our kitchen clock. In the eyes of our neighbours the clock possessed not only quality worthy of favourable notice, for its erratic hour strokes never would conform to the strict rules observed by less original clocks. But to us children our clock was part of the family life. Moreover, on its glass door was painted a figure, and about that figure there was a story. A friend of father's had seen
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